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EAELY COLONIAL OBGAN-BUILDEES OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

The first builder of church organs in America was Gus- 
tavus Hesselius, a native of Sweden, but a resident of Phil- 
adelphia to his death in May of 1755, whose portrait and 
that of his wife Lydia were recently presented by Mr. 
Charles Hare Hutchinson to the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania. Through the investigations of Charles Henry 
Hart, Esq., it has been discovered that he was also the 
earliest painter in America and a church and altar deco- 
rator of high merit. Hesselius in the early spring of 1746 
built for the Moravian congregation at Bethlehem a pipe 
organ costing upwards of forty pounds. In his employ at 
that date was John G. Klemm, a native of Dresden, Saxony, 
who had learned organ-building in Germany, and who con- 
tinued in the business after the death of his employer. 
Klemm's assistant was David Tannenberg, who was born 
March 21, 1728, in Berthelsdorf, Saxony, and immigrated 
to Pennsylvania in 1749. In 1758 Klemm and Tannen- 
berg built a pipe organ for the chapel in the Manor House 
at Nazareth, Northampton County. After the death of 
Klemm, in 1762, Tannenberg continued the business at 
Lititz, Lancaster County, for about forty years. As far as 
has been ascertained, he built organs for the following 
places : 

1761. Lititz, a chapel organ costing forty pounds. 

1767. Albany, New York. 

1768. Maxatawney, Pennsylvania. 

1769. Goshenhoppen, Pennsylvania. 

1770. Lancaster, for the Reformed Church. Hebron, near 
Lebanon ; destroyed by fire in 1858. 

1774. Lancaster, for Trinity Lutheran Church; it had 
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twenty registers. Lancaster, for St. Mary's Eoman Catholic 
Church. 

1776. Easton, Pennsylvania. 

1787. Lititz, church organ, three hundred and fifty 
pounds ; Brethren's House, Sisters' House, fifty pounds. 

1790. Philadelphia, Zion Lutheran Church, Fourth and 
Cherry Streets. President "Washington and wife, members 
of Congress and of the Pennsylvania Assembly attended the 
dedication of this organ January 8, 1791. It was the largest 
organ in the "United States, and was destroyed by fire in 
1794. While building the organ Tannenberg wrote to a 
friend, " On the main manual seven stops are now in place, 
and the pedals are complete, with the exception of five 
pipes in the Trombone Bass. The Echo is in place and 
completed. On the upper manual one stop, the Principal, 
is finished. When all is drawn out on the lower manual, 
with Pedal, the church is well filled with the volume of 
sound." 

1793. Nazareth, Pennsylvania, two hundred and seventy- 
four pounds, for the Moravian Church. It was replaced by a 
new instrument in the spring of 1898, but all the four hun- 
dred and twenty-one pipes of the old are used in the new 
organ. 

1798. Salem, North Carolina, three hundred pounds; 
Hanover, Pennsylvania; Baltimore, Maryland, three hun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds ; Macungie (Lehigh County), 
four hundred pounds ; Tohickon, Pennsylvania, two hundred 
pounds ; White Plains Township, two hundred pounds. 

1799. Lancaster, Moravian Church, two hundred and 
sixty pounds. 

1801. New Holland, Pennsylvania, Reformed Church, 
two hundred pounds ; Madison, Virginia. 

1804. York, Pennsylvania, for Christ Lutheran Church, 
three hundred and fifty-five pounds. While engaged in 
tuning this organ, Tannenberg was suddenly stricken 
with paralysis, and, falling from a bench upon his head, 
received injuries from which he died a few days later, May 
19, 1804. At his funeral services his last organ was played 
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for the first time. Tannenberg also manufactured pianos, 
which he sold at twenty-two pounds ten shillings. He was 
an excellent musician and possessed of a good voice. His 
son-in-law and partner, John Philip Bachman, succeeded 
him in the business. 

Robert Harttafel, who was a resident of the borough of 
Lancaster in 1749, was also an organ -builder, but we have 
failed to locate any of his instruments. 
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